Visual medical analogies have been utilized by multiple medical disciplines for decades. Despite misgivings that some might have about such analogies, they act as excellent learning aids and will undoubtedly remain useful for decades to come.
Introduction
Culinary medical analogies have found favor in a variety of medical disciplines including dermatology [1, 2] , pathology [3] [4] [5] , pediatrics [6, 7] , obstetrics/gynecology [8] and radiology [9, 10] . As individuals, food-derived medical metaphors offer familiarity and humor to an often tedious field bogged down with memorization and complex algorithms. [6, 11, 12] There is no doubt that these terms, despite reservations that others might have, are powerful learning aids that will continue to fascinate and entertain medical teachers and learners for years to come. [13] The microscope has revolutionized medicine and cellular biology since its introduction sometime in the seventh century. The father of cellular pathology, Rudolf Virchow, was a great proponent of the microscope. [14] Previous literature on culinary medical analogies in pathology has focused mostly on gross aspects. [3] [4] [5] In a pictorial essay, we uncover the culinary medical analogies that can be found within the microscopic world. Like a well-balanced meal; respiratory, gynecologic, hematologic, infectious disease and other microscopic food-related findings are blended for satisfaction. In this savory survey, the diverse menu includes a complex range of foods, including fried eggs, spices, grapes, oats and more. 
Discussion
It was not possible to be exhaustive, for example, we omitted chewing gum colloid -strands of colloid found on fine needle aspiration cytology specimen from papillary carcinoma of the thyroid which look like stretched out chewing gum [34] and carrot-shaped nuclei -histologic examination of medulloblastoma can demonstrate carrot-shaped hyperchromatic nuclei surrounded by cytoplasm [34] . Also not mentioned is seeing mulberries [36] , pears [37, 38] , shredded wheat [39] and jelly beans. [3] This pictorial essay was restricted to food; however, pathologists also see improbable things such as the starry night sky [40] , comic strip character features [41] and lots more under the microscope.
Although medical terms associated with food and drink are seemingly slowly disappearing [11] from the medical literature we hope our article in part cultivates an enduring taste for them. The language of food is universal. [42] 
